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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T  O F  C O U N T R Y  

We proudly acknowledge and respect the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners as the custodians of 
land and waters within the Country on which this project is conducted. We pay our respects to 
their Elders past and present, whose knowledge and wisdom have ensured the continuation of 
culture and traditional practices. 

Moreover, we are committed to genuinely partner, and meaningfully engage, Wadawurrung 
Traditional Owners and Aboriginal communities to support the protection of Country, the 
maintenance of spiritual and cultural practices and the broader aspirations for the Barwon 
(Parwan). 
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Introduction  

B A R W O N  R I V E R  T H R O U G H  G E EL O N G   

The Barwon River (Parwan) is one of Geelong’s greatest natural assets, being a key to the city’s early 

development and an integral part of community life. Sections of the Barwon River through Geelong still retain 

many of the natural habitat values in the streamside and channel zones of the river, supporting a diverse array 

of terrestrial and aquatic native flora and fauna.1 

The Wadawurrung peoples have cared for the Parwan for millennia. Their relationship to the waterway inspires 

values that we hold today. This includes the knowledge that the Parwan, its tributaries and lakes, wetlands 

and estuaries are a connected and integrated system. This knowledge is represented by the Wadawurrung 

term Barre Warre Yulluk2. The Wadawurrung’s connection to the Parwan is described further in Section 2.  

The river is a hub for community sport and recreation, including rowing, waterskiing, canoeing and fishing. The 

network of access trails attracts many cyclists, walkers and joggers, and the well-serviced picnic locations are 

enjoyed by Geelong and district residents and visitors alike. 

The Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CMA) is responsible for managing a 20-kilometre stretch 

of the Barwon River through Geelong, including various river reserves, from Queens Park Road bridge, 

Highton to the lower breakwater (just upstream of Lake Connewarre). This includes the maintenance and 

enhancement of the riverbanks and various adjacent reserves, and provision of associated services and 

facilities. 

 

1 https://ccma.vic.gov.au/waterways/barwon-river-through-geelong/ 
2 DELWP (2021) 

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/waterways/barwon-river-through-geelong/
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1 Context  

1.1  BACKGROUND 

The Barwon River through Geelong (Barwon through Geelong) is highly valued by a range of recreational user 

groups, including running, rowing, waterskiing, canoeing, and fishing as well as providing important cultural, 

heritage, environmental and economic values. As the waterway manager for the Barwon through Geelong, the 

Corangamite CMA is responsible for managing a 20km stretch of the river between Orana Road, Highton and 

the Lower Breakwater (just upstream of Lake Connewarre). This includes various river reserves, downstream 

of the Queens Park Road bridge linking Highton and Newtown. 

Historically, the Corangamite CMA has managed recreation on the Barwon River through Geelong under By-

Law No 2, Barwon River sections 160 and 219. This By-Law has now expired, and the Department of Energy, 

Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) has developed the Water (Recreational Area) Regulations 2023 

(the regulations). These apply to determined water recreational areas identified under the Water Act 1989 (Vic) 

including the Barwon River Recreational Area, managed by Corangamite CMA. The regulations aim to support 

the ongoing enjoyment of Victoria’s waterways and storages by the public while ensuring the safety of visitors 

and helping to protect water quality, authority assets, environmental values, and cultural values. 

A key feature of the regulations is a requirement for water corporations and catchment management authorities 

to develop management plans for recreational areas under their management. 

This management plan applies to the Barwon River Recreational Area that is managed by the Corangamite 

CMA. The purpose of this management plan is to specify the measures in place to meet the objectives of the 

regulations and outline the procedures for monitoring the effectiveness of those measures. 

In addition to the regulations, Corangamite CMA manages the recreational use of the river in accordance with 

the: 

▪ Water Act 1989 

▪ Marine Safety Act 2010 

▪ Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978. 

1.2  OBJECTIVES OF THE PLAN 

The objectives of this Recreational Area Management Plan for the Barwon River through Geelong are to: 

▪ Protect the land, services and facilities in the area 

▪ Protect and maintain water quality in waterways in the area 

▪ Conserve and preserve flora, fauna and habitat in the area, including the biodiversity of that flora, fauna 

and habitat 

▪ Protect the health and safety of visitors to the area 

▪ Promote the enjoyment and recreation of visitors to the area 

▪ Protect and promote Aboriginal cultural heritage and Aboriginal intangible heritage in the area 

▪ Protect and promote any other heritage features in the area 

▪ Facilitate the participation of Traditional Owner groups in the management of that area, including in 

accordance with any agreements under the Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 that apply to the 

area 

▪ Ensure that the area is managed and used in a way that respects and upholds the rights and 

aspirations of Traditional Owner groups who have a connection to the area.
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1.3  REGIONAL CONTEXT  

The Barwon through Geelong is the focus of various regional strategies and plans. This Recreational Area Management Plan seeks to ensure that the management 

of recreational activities align with the goals of these strategic documents. 

Relevant strategic priorities from each of these plans that are within the scope of the Recreational Area Management Plan are listed below. 

Table 1-1: Strategic priorities that relate to the Barwon though Geelong 

Organisation Plan  Priorities Key Objectives 

Wadawurrung 
Traditional Owners 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Paleert Tjaara Dja 
2020–2030: All 
people working 
together to make 
Wadawurrung 
Country and 
culture strong 

▪ Wadawurrung culture and people 

▪ Enterprise and employment 

▪ Wadawurrung cultural sites and places 

▪ Bush tucker, medicines and resources 

▪ Waterways, rivers, estuaries and wetlands 

▪ Inland country 

▪ Native animals. 

▪ Respect and Acknowledgement for Wadawurrung Traditional 
Owners and their cultural, ancestral, spiritual and historical 
connections to Country 

▪ Wadawurrung people’s right to access and care for Country as an 
expression of their cultural obligation, responsibilities, 
connectedness, their well-being and as their economic basis 

▪ Providing appropriate and equitable resourcing for Wadawurrung 
people to participate in their obligation of care and management 
of Country 

▪ Wadawurrung Traditional Owners are the holders of cultural 
knowledge. 

Corangamite CMA 
as coordinating 
agency 

Kitjarra-dja-bul 
Bullarto langi-ut 
Masterplan 2023 

▪ Incorporation of Wadawurrung values and 
restoration of and management of Country 
using traditional knowledge and practices 

▪ Identification, protection and maintenance of 
areas of cultural sensitivity (e.g. Porronggitj 
Karrong site along the Barwon River) 

▪ New boating opportunities 

▪ On-river canoe/kayak trail 

▪ Promotion and awareness of eco-tourism and 
appropriately designed commercial enterprises 
along the river corridor. 

▪ Support Wadawurrung values 

▪ Build climate resilience 

▪ Promote a healthy waterway environment (including biodiversity 
conservation) 

▪ Enhance Landscape character 

▪ Protect historic heritage and places 

▪ Enable recreation, community health, wellbeing and access 

▪ Promote appropriate tourism and economic development. 
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Organisation Plan  Priorities Key Objectives 

Corangamite CMA Barwon (through 
Geelong) 
Management Plan 
2007 

▪ Develop and maintain a well-connected, diverse 
and sustainable waterway parkland 

▪ Maintain the balance between recreation use 
and conservation principles while protecting and 
enhancing understanding of the significant 
environmental and cultural heritage values of 
the Barwon River through Geelong 

▪ Protect existing habitat, landscape and 
environmental diversity along the river and 
continue to build upon community use, support 
and pride in the area. 

▪ Recognise, protect and restore environmental values along the 
Barwon River 

▪ Recognise, protect and enhance the Wadawurrung and European 
cultural heritage values of the Barwon River 

▪ Improve walking and cycling opportunities along the waterway 
open space corridor 

▪ Manage adjoining open space to maintain balance between 
recreational facilities and waterway corridor values 

▪ Support continued water-based recreational use on the Barwon 
River at a level that is compatible with the environmental and land 
based recreational uses. 

Department of 
Energy, the 
Environment and 
Climate Action 
(DEECA) 

Rivers of the 
Barwon / Barre 
Warre Yulluk 
Action Plan 2021 

▪ Corangamite CMA will partner directly with 
Wadawurrung Traditional Owners to implement 
the ‘voice of the living entity’ on Country 

▪ Support priority projects in the Kitjarra-dja-bul 
Bullarto langi-ut (‘places of many stories’) – 
Barwon Rivers Parklands Masterplan to ensure 
the parklands can cater to the recreational 
needs of the growing community while 
balancing the protection of cultural and 
environmental values and restoring habitat. 

▪ Traditional Owner involvement in waterway planning and 
management 

▪ Waterway health 

▪ Waterway amenity. 

Department of 
Energy, the 
Environment and 
Climate Action 
(DEECA) 

Water is Life: 
Traditional Owner 
Access to Water 
Roadmap 2022 

▪ Increase Traditional Owner self-determination 
and access to water, while balancing the rights 
of all stakeholders 

▪ Traditional Owners to have a greater role in 
water management on their Country 

▪ Returning water entitlements to Traditional 
Owners to support better cultural, environmental 
and economic purposes and ensuring access to 
land is not a barrier to holding water 
entitlements. 

▪ Recognition of waterways as living entities and Traditional 
Owners as a unique voice of these living entities 

▪ Formal partnership agreements between Traditional Owners and 
water managers 

▪ Expand Traditional Owners’ role in determining how 
environmental water is used 

▪ Increase Traditional Owner involvement in public land 
management 

▪ Streamline processes and return water entitlements to Traditional 
Owners. 

Corangamite CMA Corangamite 
Waterway Strategy 
2014–2022 

▪ Support environmental, social and economic 
goals for the lower Barwon River as a priority 
reach in the Corangamite Waterway Strategy. 

▪ Implement the Barwon River Parklands Strategy for management 
of the lower Barwon corridor (superseded by the Kitjarra-dja-bul 
Bullarto langi-ut Masterplan 2023). 
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Organisation Plan  Priorities Key Objectives 

Corangamite CMA Corangamite 
Regional 
Catchment 
Strategy 2021–
2027 

▪ By 2042 regional waterways are more resilient 
to the impacts of climate change and land use 
change 

▪ By 2027, waterway amenity will be improved for 
high priority urbanised waterways to enhance 
the user experience and connection to the 
natural landscape, compared to 2021 baseline 

▪ Increased support for Wadawurrung Traditional 
Owners to access and manage water and have 
a voice on all water planning activities. 

▪ Provide the public with clear guidance on episodes of poor water 
quality such as blue-green algae outbreaks in waterways such as 
the Barwon River through Geelong 

▪ Develop an integrated masterplan for Kijarra-dja-bul bullarto 
langui-ut (Barwon River Parklands) and implement high priority 
projects 

▪ Implement 90% of recommendations within the Barwon River 
Masterplan by 2027 

▪ Develop enduring partnerships with the Wadawurrung people and 
ensure they have a strong say in the management of natural 
assets. 
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2 Traditional Owner rights and 

participation 

The Recreational Area Management Plan (RAMP) has been developed in full recognition and support of 

Wadawurrung rights to self-determination. It welcomes input outside western frameworks, respecting the time 

and decision-making processes of the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation (WTOAC). To 

minimise pressures surrounding cultural load, a review of the plans can be initiated by the Registered 

Aboriginal Party groups at any time under the regulations. 

The Corangamite CMA is subject to agreements under the Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 and the 

Native Title Act 1993. This includes a commitment to work in partnership with relevant Traditional Owner 

groups. The regulations provide for the incorporation of policy and legal frameworks that recognise Traditional 

Owners’ rights recognised under these Acts. 

In addition to Traditional Owner rights, these agreements also enshrine Traditional Owner participation in 

natural resource management, should Traditional Owners self-determine that they wish to participate, 

including in the development of management plans. 

2.1  PARWAN  THROUGH DJILANG 

The name Barwon is derived from Parwan meaning ‘magpie’ of ‘great wide’.  

The Parwan (Barwon River) falls on the Country of the Wadawurrung People who have inhabited and cared 

for yulluk (waterways and rivers) for millennia. The Parwan landscape is rich in Wadawurrung spiritual and 

living cultural heritage. It is where the great creator spirit Bundjil created the land, the mountains, the hills, the 

plains, the valleys and the rivers. 

 

Figure 2-1: Wadawurrung Country and Connection, Billy-Jay O’Toole (2019)3  

 

3  Image source: https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/rap/article/item/8d86f96f7bf8a7c.aspx (Accessed 8 May 2025) 

https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/rap/article/item/8d86f96f7bf8a7c.aspx
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While this RAMP is focused on the Pawan through Djilang (Geelong), we recognise that for the Wadawurrung 

people, all aspects of the Parwan landscape, from the headwaters in the barre (mountains), to the warre 

(ocean), the skies and waters are connected and significant. This includes tangible and intangible cultural 

heritage sites and places. The Paleert Tjaara Dja Healthy Country Plan 2020–2030 recognises the Parwan, 

as well as the Murrabul (Moorabool), the Yarowee (Yarrowee) and Waywatcurtan (Leigh) Rivers as Barre 

Warre Yulluk, the great river of the region that is a connected and living entity. 

For the Wadawurrung, storytelling is central to their connection to place, and waterways are the basis of many 

creation stories. 

“In the stories of the creation of the Aboriginal people, water has played a significant role; and has continued 

throughout time as the one central and universal element upon which their lives are controlled and directed.” 

~ Uncle Mel Robinson (Wadawurrung Elder & Arweet)4 

Stories tell of the connection of the yulluk between barre and warre dja (Country). The yulluk were like 

highways, they were how Wadawurrung people moved around Country. Wadawurrung people used canoes, 

murriyans (bark floats) or punts pushed by long poles to gather food. Along the banks, they camped and 

caught eels, other fish and waterbirds to eat. Important decisions were made on the yulluk banks, and they 

continue to be important living and meeting places today. 

2.2  RECOGNIS ING WADAWURRUNG VALUES AT PARWAN  

The Parwan is recognised as an important value for the Wadawurrung people within Paleert Tjaara Dja, 

Healthy Country Plan 2020–2030. The protection of yulluk is intrinsically linked to the protection of 

Wadawurrung culture and the wellbeing of all people. As stated within Paleert Tjaara Dja:  

“We are the protectors and carers of this Country and this Country protects and cares for us. We belong to 

and are spiritually connected to this Country and this Country is part of us”. 

Wadawurrung values have been placed at the forefront of planning and managing the Parwan through the 

implementation of Kitjarra-dj-bul Bullarto langi-ut (Barwon River Masterplan 2023). Kitjarra-dja-bul Bullarto 

langi-ut has been named by Wadawurrung and translates to “places of many stories”. It commits to strategic 

directions and support for Wadawurrung in the following areas: 

▪ Traditional Owner rights to self-determination 

▪ For Wadawurrung to identify, manage, conserve and enhance living cultural heritage and their values 

▪ Using shared Wadawurrung knowledge and practices to inform planning, land and water-management 

decisions 

▪ Improved awareness, understanding and appreciation of tangible and intangible Wadawurrung living 

cultural heritage knowledge 

▪ Initiatives and policies that enable the healing of Parwan and the yulluk corridor 

▪ Use of Wadawurrung language and place names. 

The management partnership between Wadawurrung and Barwon Water at Porronggitj Karrong and future 

management opportunities for Wadawurrung at locations such as Goat Island, have also been identified as a 

priority within Kitjarra-dja-bul Bullarto langi-ut. 

 

4  DELWP (2022) Water is Life: Traditional Owner Access to Water Roadmap – Section B Traditional Owner Nation Statements. URL: 

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/our-programs/aboriginal-water-program/water-is-life-roadmap (Accessed 8 May 2025) 

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/projects/barwon-river-parklands/
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/our-programs/aboriginal-water-program/water-is-life-roadmap
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The Victorian State Government has also committed to being guided by traditional knowledge and 

custodianship in the management of the Rivers of the Barwon (Barre Warre Yulluk), as evidenced in the Rivers 

of the Barwon Action Plan (2021). The Plan recognises Barre Warre Yulluk as a living and integrated natural 

entity and the Traditional Owners as the “voice of this living entity” and commits to embedding Traditional 

Owners’ values in planning and decision-making for waterways. 

The Water is Life: Traditional Owner Access to Water Roadmap details a framework to support Traditional 

Owner self-determination in water access and management. It includes a Nation Statement, which documents 

Wadawurrung’s aspirations for waterways, including:  

▪ (Wadawurrung) demand to have agency over waters on Wadawurrng Dja 

▪ (Wadawurrung) demand to be respected as knowledge holders and decision makers for our Yaluks 

and Water bodies 

▪ (Wadawurrung) enabled to undertake uninterrupted Cultural Values Assessments and research on our 

Yaluks within crown and private land 

▪ (Wadawurrung) able to protect and care for Culturally significant species and Culturally important 

places and traditional meeting places and places of ceremony along waterways and at the confluence 

of Yaluks. 

 

 

The Barwon River through Geelong RAMP aligns with the strategic direction and intent of: 

▪ Paleert Tjaara Dja Wadawurrung Healthy Country Plan 2020–2030 

▪ Kitjarra-dja-bul Bullarto langi-ut (Barwon River Masterplan) 2023 

▪ Rivers of the Barwon Action Plan (2021) 

▪ Water is Life: Traditional Owner Access to Water Roadmap (2022). 

 

The Corangamite CMA welcomes ongoing input from Wadawurrung on the planning and 
management of recreation at Parwan through Dilang and recognises them as the voice of this 
living entity. 

 

The Barwon River through Geelong RAMP seeks to ensure that no land based recreational 
activities along the Parwan through Djilang exclude, or significantly conflict, with the 
Wadawurrung people’s aims for self-determination and healing of the Parwan. 

https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0028/692821/rivers-of-the-barwon-barre-warre-yulluk-action-plan-2.pdf
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0028/692821/rivers-of-the-barwon-barre-warre-yulluk-action-plan-2.pdf
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/our-programs/aboriginal-water-program/water-is-life-roadmap
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3 Consultation  

Community and key stakeholder consultation processes were embedded into the development of this 

recreational area management plan. 

The consultation with stakeholders and the community sought to understand their connections to the land and 

water, personal experiences and what they valued most about accessing the Barwon through Geelong for 

recreational purposes. 

The following consultation processes were undertaken to support the development of this management plan: 

▪ Meetings with the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation 

▪ Survey to provide feedback on the draft management plan for local communities, recreational users and 

special interest groups 

▪ Community drop-in session held on Wednesday 15th October 2025 at Barwon Water’s Geelong office 

▪ Interviews with partner agencies including Barwon Water, City of Greater Geelong, DEECA, Parks 

Victoria and the Victorian Fisheries Authority 

▪ Meetings with key stakeholders including the Barwon River Users Group (BRUG) and river contractors. 

3.1  WHAT WE HEARD  

The consultation highlighted the following key themes:  

▪ Protecting cultural values through story telling: Sharing Wadawurrung stories and language can be 

a powerful way to connect people with Country along the Barwon River and preserve these important 

elements of traditional culture. There is an opportunity to connect people with the broader Barwon 

catchment, and the Geelong region (Geelong is Sky Country) through stories. 

▪ Access to Country: Having access to Country is important for Wadawurrung people to connect with 

the Parwan (Barwon River) and engage in cultural practices that strengthen cultural identify and pride. It 

can support diversity and understanding within the community, fostering a more inclusive environment. 

▪ Cultural activities should support self-determination: Wadawurrung people should be supported to 

self-determine the types of recreational activities they want to engage in, such as cultural tours. 

▪ Protecting habitat values: The natural values of the Barwon River through Geelong are highly valued 

by the community. For the Wadawurrung people, the natural landscape is central to the health of their 

culture. For example, the River Red Gums along the river provide critical habitat for Bundjil (wedge-

tailed eagle) the creator spirit. 

▪ Existing recreational activities to be maintained: The Barwon and surrounds host a multitude of on-

water and land-based recreational activities that boost Geelong’s reputation as a sports and outdoor 

based city. All stakeholders strongly believe that maintaining access to the Barwon River through 

Geelong and its land for outdoor pursuits is very important. This includes fishing, rowing, waterskiing, 

running, canoeing, kayaking, walking, cycling, dog walking, events and passive recreation such as 

picnics or bird watching. 

▪ Greater enforcement of restricted activities: Dogs are required to be on leads throughout the 

recreational area of the Barwon River through Geelong, and some users requested greater 

enforcement in cases of non-compliance. Greater enforcement of e-scooter and e-bike travel speeds 

was also raised. 
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4 Location 

This Recreational Area Management Plan applies to the land managed by the Corangamite CMA along the 

section of the Barwon River through Geelong which runs from Queens Park Road bridge Highton in the north, 

down to Gundog Lane (at the Breakwater) in the south. This land is shaded green in Figure 4-1 and has been 

determined for recreation under Section 122ZA of the Water Act 1989. 

The Corangamite CMA is also the waterway manager for the Barwon River between the Lower Breakwater 

and Orana Road (shown in blue). 

 

Figure 4-1: Barwon though Geelong Recreational Area 
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5 Recreational uses and activities 

This section details the recreational activities, and associated facilities, that are permitted at the Barwon River 

through Geelong. For more information on recreational activities and facilities please observe all signs and 

directions along the Barwon River and visit the Corangamite CMA’s website. 

5.1  PERMITTED ACTIVIT IES  

Z O N E  1 :  S T A N  L E W I S  W A L K  

Zone 1 (Figure 5-1) extends along the west 

bank of the Barwon River from Queens Park 

Road to Shannon Avenue (Princes Bridge) 

encompassing the Stan Lewis Walk. It 

includes Yollinko Park and public land along 

the river corridor. The Corangamite CMA is 

responsible for managing the banks and 

embankment of the Barwon River. 

 

Adjoining land use 

The public land along the river upstream of Queens Park Road is managed by the City of Greater Geelong 

and the bridge crossing forms the boundary between the two management authorities. 

Public land on the upper embankment between Manor Crescent and Barwon Boulevard is managed by the 

City of Greater Geelong. 

Table 5-1: Zone 1 key activities and facilities 

Activities Facilities 

Connecting with Country ▪ Quiet, natural places for reflection, ceremony and to connect with Country and 
culture 

▪ Cultural interpretive signage e.g. at Yollinko Park 

▪ Carparking. 

Cycling / running / walking 
(including on leash dog 
walking) 

Sealed asphalt shared trail (2.5 km); there are two access points to the trails from 
Barwon Boulevard and an access trail at Wynfield Dr. Car parks at Queens Park 
Bridge and Yollinko Park provide further access points for walkers and runners. 
Along the trail, there are seating areas and drinking fountains. 

Events  Shared asphalt trail 

Fishing  Along the river corridor 

Picnicking  ▪ Picnic shelter 

▪ Picnic table  

▪ Drinking fountain  

▪ Carparking at Yollinko Park. 

Nature-based experiences Along the banks of the river corridor e.g. viewing native plants and animals. 

Figure 5-1: Zone 1 

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/waterways/barwon-river-through-geelong/#:~:text=The%20river%20is%20a%20hub,%2C%20waterskiing%2C%20canoeing%20and%20fishing.
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Z O N E  2 :  F Y A N S  PA R K  

Zone 2 extends along the east bank from 

Queens Park Road bridge to Shannon Ave 

(Princes Bridge). It includes public open space 

along the river corridor including Fyans Park, 

West Fyans St boat ramp and Yollinko Wetland 

(refer Figure 5-2). 

Adjoining land use 

City of Greater Geelong manages sporting 

grounds at King LIoyd Reserve, the Fyans Park 

public toilets and public land on the upper 

embankment between Queens Park Road and 

Princes Bridge. 

Table 5-2: Zone 2 key activities and facilities 

 

Activities Facilities 

Connecting with Country ▪ Quiet, natural places for reflection, ceremony and to connect with 
Country and culture 

▪ Cultural interpretive signage  

▪ Carparking. 

Cycling / running / walking 
(including on leash dog walking) 

▪ Seal asphalt shared trail (2.5 km)  

▪ Boardwalk downstream of Queens Park Road bridge. 

Events ▪ Shared asphalt trail 

▪ Fyans Park. 

Fishing ▪ Along the river corridor 

▪ Landings. 

Picnicking  ▪ Picnic shelter 

▪ Picnic tables 

▪ Drinking fountain 

▪ Car park. 

Bird watching ▪ Yollinko Wetland  

▪ Viewing platform. 

Entering the river for the purpose of 
paddling 

Boat access ramp at West Fyans Street for kayaks, canoes, stand-up 
paddleboards, and other non-powered watercraft. 

Nature-based experiences ▪ Along the banks of the river corridor e.g. viewing native plants and 
animals 

▪ Flat open grass area at Fyans Park. 

Figure 5-2: Zone 2 
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Z O N E  3 :  R O W I N G  M I L E  N O R T H  

Zone 3 extends from Shannon Avenue 

(Princes Bridge) to Swanston Street (north 

bank) including Marnockvale Reserve, the 

northern bank of the Rowing Mile, Bob Morell 

Reserve and Richardson Reserve (refer Figure 

5-3). 

Adjoining land use 

City of Greater Geelong manages John Landy 

Athletics Field, as well as the public toilets 

located at Moorabool Street and Marnock 

Road. 

 

Table 5-3: Zone 3 key activities and facilities 

  

Activities Facilities 

Cycling / running / walking 
(including on leash dog walking) 

▪ Seal asphalt shared trail (3 km) 

▪ Drinking fountains 

▪ Riversdale Road carpark. 

Entering the river for the purpose of 
paddling and rowing 

▪ Marnockvale Reserve  

▪ All-abilities canoe launcher 

▪ All-abilities davit and harness at the Rowing Landing and 
Marnockvale Reserve Canoe Landing (bookings required) 

▪ Canoe landing with large craft roller 

▪ Rowing vessel landing is located in front of Barwon Terrace, near the 
South Geelong Rowing Sheds 

▪ Convenient car parking is available at Marnock Road, Riversdale Rd, 
and at Barwon Terrace, near the South Geelong Rowing Sheds. 

Fishing  ▪ Along the river corridor 

▪ Landings. 

Major events ▪ Shared asphalt trail  

▪ Marnockvale Reserve 

▪ Richardson Reserve 

▪ Bob Morell Reserve. 

Picnicking  Open space areas between Marnockvale Reserve and Richardson 
Reserve 

Nature-based experiences Along the banks of the river corridor e.g. viewing native plants and 
animals. 

Figure 5-3: Zone 3 
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Z O N E  4 :  R O W I N G  M I L E  SO U T H  

Zone 4 extends from Shannon Avenue 

(Princes Bridge) to the boat ramp at Belmont 

Common (south bank) downstream of 

Moorabool Street and includes the Barwon 

River Promenade and Frederick Moreton 

Reserve (refer Figure 5-4). 

Adjoining land use 

The City of Greater Geelong manages the 

Belmont dog park, toilet block, and the Barwon 

Valley Fun Park and adjoining car parks. 

 

Table 5-4: Zone 4 key activities and facilities 

Activities Facilities 

Cycling / running / walking 
(including on leash dog walking) 

▪ Sealed asphalt shared trail (2.5 km) 

▪ Carparks at Frederick Moreton Reserve. 

Entering the river for the purpose of 
boating 

▪ Boat Access Ramp and Landing Facility at Belmont Common 

▪ Sealed carpark  

▪ Viewing platform. 

Picnicking Picnic shelters and tables 

Entering the river for the purpose of 
paddling and rowing 

▪ Landing at Marnockvale Reserve 

▪ Rowing vessel landing is located in front of Barwon Terrace, near the 
South Geelong Rowing Sheds (in Zone 3). 

Fishing Landing along the Barwon River promenade 

Events  ▪ Shared asphalt trail 

▪ Riverside small picnic area. 

Nature-based experiences. Along the banks of the river corridor e.g. viewing native plants and 
animals. 

Figure 5-4: Zone 4 
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Z O N E  5 :  B EL M O N T  C O M M O N  

This zone extends from the Belmont Common 

carpark downstream of Moorabool Street (south 

bank) along the river corridor to Gundog Lane, 

Breakwater and includes the small reserve at 

Gundog Lane, south of the road under the 

railway bridge (refer Figure 5-5). 

Adjoining land use 

Belmont Common and Barwon Valley Golf Club 

are managed by the City of Greater Geelong. 

 

Table 5-5: Zone 5 key activities and facilities 

 

Activities Facilities 

Cycling / running / walking 
(including on leash dog walking) 

Sealed asphalt trail (2 km) 

Entering the river or docking for the 
purpose of boating  

Boating and fishing landing at Gundog Lane, Breakwater 

Fishing Boating and fishing landing at Gundog Lane, Breakwater 

Picnicking ▪ Picnic shelters and tables 

▪ Carparks. 

Events  Shared asphalt trail 

Nature-based experiences. Along the banks of the river corridor e.g. viewing native plants and 
animals. 

Figure 5-5: Zone 5 
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Z O N E  6 :  W A L  W H I T E S I D E  W A L K  

Zone six extends from Swanston Street 

along the east bank of the river to Gundog 

Lane, Breakwater and includes the small 

reserve at Gundog Lane, south of the road 

under the railway bridge (refer Figure 5-6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5-6: Zone 6 key activities and facilities 

Activities Facilities 

Cycling / running / walking 
(including on leash dog walking) 

Sealed asphalt trail 

 

Events  ▪ Shared asphalt trail 

▪ Richardson Reserve. 

Picnicking ▪ Picnic area at the end of Swanston Street 

▪ Picnic tables at Richardson Reserve. 

Entering or docking along the river 
for the purpose of boating 

Boat and fishing Landing at Factories Road and small shelter 

Fishing  Boat and fishing Landing at Factories Road and small shelter 

Nature-based experiences. Along the banks of the river corridor e.g. viewing native plants and 
animals. 

Figure 5-6: Zone 6 
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Z O N E  7 :  S E W E R  A Q U E D U C T  B R I D G E  ( N O R T H  B A N K )  

Zone 7 is outside of the determined recreational area for the Barwon Through Geelong; however, it has been 

included for completeness regarding recreational activities along the Barwon through Geelong. This also aligns 

with the zones included in the Barwon Waterway Rules (under the Marine Safety Act 2010) and Barwon 

through Geelong Management Plan.  

Zone 7 extends from Gundog Lane, Breakwater 

to Boundary Road along the north bank. There 

is no public open space along the river 

immediately downstream of Gundog Lane. The 

Corangamite CMA does not manage any river 

frontage land in this section and is the waterway 

manager only (refer Figure 5-7). 

The area includes Porronggitj Karrong, a 66 

hectares site that includes extensive floodplains 

which is under the management of Barwon 

Water in collaboration with Wadawurrung 

Traditional Owners, as well as Goat Island in the 

river body.  

There are no public recreational facilities in Zone 7 that support the permitted on-water activities listed in the 

Barwon River Waterway Rules. 

Z O N E  8 :  R U R A L  Z O N E  

Zone 8 is outside of the determined recreational area for the Barwon Through Geelong; however, it has been 

included for completeness regarding recreational activities along the Barwon through Geelong. This also aligns 

with the zones included in the Barwon Waterway Rules (under the Marine Safety Act 2010) and Barwon 

through Geelong Management Plan. 

Zone 8 extends from Boundary Road to the 

lower breakwater (Reedy Lake – south bank). 

The Corangamite CMA does not manage any 

land along this section and is the waterway 

manager only. 

The majority of the land along Zone 8 is 

privately owned rural grazing land with 

Geelong Water Ski Club owning frontage at 

Wilsons Road. The lower part of this reach 

(south bank) extends into Sparrowvale 

Wetlands Reserve (Nubitj yoorree), a 500-

hectare nature conservation reserve owned 

and managed by the City of Greater Geelong 

(refer Figure 5-8). 

There are no recreational facilities in Zone 8 that support the permitted on-water activities listed in the Barwon 

River Waterway Rules. 

Figure 5-7: Zone 7 

Figure 5-8: Zone 8 

https://transportsafety.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a6fee66e21294df5bdaf548af275bfef#_ga=2.201497046.671345038.1693176084-459907616.1689912289
https://transportsafety.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a6fee66e21294df5bdaf548af275bfef#_ga=2.201497046.671345038.1693176084-459907616.1689912289
https://transportsafety.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a6fee66e21294df5bdaf548af275bfef#_ga=2.201497046.671345038.1693176084-459907616.1689912289
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6 Permits 
Permits are required for some land-based activities, such as events along the Barwon through Geelong. 

Please refer to the Corangamite CMA website for permit requirements and application details. 

 

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/waterways/barwon-river-through-geelong/


 

B A R W O N  R I V E R  T H R O U G H  G E E L O N G  –  R E C R E A T I O N A L  A R E A  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N   1 9  

7 Prohibited/restricted activities  

The following restrictions apply to the whole recreational area at the Barwon River through Geelong: 

▪ Motorbikes are prohibited 

▪ Electric bikes (e-bikes) that exceed the legal power output (over 250 watts) or speed (25 km/hr) 

capability are classified as a motor vehicle and are prohibited. E-bikes that comply with Victorian 

Government legislation are permitted.  

▪ Sound producing devices cannot be operated before 9am on weekends  

▪ Dogs must be on a leash at all times  

▪ Entry into the waterway for swimming is prohibited 

▪ Fyans Park boat ramp access is restricted to non-motor boats only. 

Further detail on prohibited activities along the Barwon River through Geelong can be found in the Water 

(Recreational Area) Regulations 2023, which can be accessed here5. 

Restricted areas exist on the water body of the river and are detailed in the Vessel Operating and Zoning Rules 

– Schedule 7: The Barwon River between the Lower Breakwater and Orana Road. The waterway rules can be 

accessed here6 and the Waterway Rules Map is shown in Figure 7-1.  

The Interactive Waterway Map - Zones and Rules outlines these areas. 

In addition, major public event areas exist at the following locations along the Barwon through Geelong: 

▪ North Bank Rowing Mile 

▪ South Bank Rowing Mile 

▪ Richardson Reserve 

▪ Marnockvale Reserve 

▪ Fyans Park 

▪ Queens Park Reserve. 

Smaller events can also use these major public event areas as well as the shared asphalt trail. 

Further information on event areas and book procedures is available on the Event Bookings page on the 

Corangamite CMA website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5  Link to Water (Recreational Area) Regulations 2023: https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/statutory-rules/water-recreational-area-regulations-

2023/001  
6  Link to Vessel Operating and Zoning Rules – Schedule 7: Barwon River between Lower Breakwater and Orana Road: 

https://safetransport.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/VOZR-V44-December-2024-WithBookmarks.pdf 

https://www.police.vic.gov.au/e-bike-safety#road-rules-for-e-bike-riders
https://www.police.vic.gov.au/e-bike-safety#road-rules-for-e-bike-riders
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/statutory-rules/water-recreational-area-regulations-2023/001
https://safetransport.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/VOZR-V44-December-2024-WithBookmarks.pdf
https://transportsafety.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a6fee66e21294df5bdaf548af275bfef#_ga=2.201497046.671345038.1693176084-459907616.1689912289
https://ccma.vic.gov.au/waterways/barwon-river-through-geelong/event-bookings/
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/statutory-rules/water-recreational-area-regulations-2023/001
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/statutory-rules/water-recreational-area-regulations-2023/001
https://safetransport.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/VOZR-V44-December-2024-WithBookmarks.pdf
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Figure 7-1: Barwon Through Geelong Waterway Rules Map 

 

 



 

B A R W O N  R I V E R  T H R O U G H  G E E L O N G  –  R E C R E A T I O N A L  A R E A  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N   2 1  

8 Temporary closures  

Temporary closures of Corangamite CMA recreational areas may occur on occasion for reasons outlined in 

the regulations. 

In accordance with Part 4, (24) temporary closure of recreational area of the Water (Recreational Area) 

Regulations 2023, the Corangamite CMA may determine to close the recreational area, or part of that 

recreational area, temporarily to the public. 

The Corangamite CMA must not make a temporary closure determination unless the Corangamite CMA is 

satisfied that the determination is necessary for any of the following reasons— 

a) A flood, a fire, a natural disaster or any other emergency is occurring or is anticipated to occur in the 

recreational area 

b) To protect or maintain water quality in any waterway in the recreational area 

c) To carry out maintenance or other works on infrastructure in the recreational area 

d) To prevent or mitigate any risk to public health or safety in the recreational area, including if –  

− A state of emergency is declared under section 198 of the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 

− A pandemic declaration is made under section 165AB of the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 

− There is a hazard in the recreational area 

e) For the preservation, protection or management of any of the following within the recreational area –  

− Environmental features 

− Historical features 

− Aboriginal cultural heritage 

− Aboriginal intangible heritage. 

In the event of a temporary closure determination the Corangamite CMA will: 

▪ Publish a Notice of the temporary closure determination in the Victoria Government Gazette 

▪ Publish the temporary closure determination on the Corangamite CMA website and promote it through 

social media 

▪ As far as practicable, display signs or notices setting out details of the determination in a prominent 

position in or near the entrance to the recreational area; and 

▪ Make the determination available for inspection during business hours at the office of the Corangamite 

CMA. 

The Corangamite CMA must revoke a temporary closure determination made by the Authority for that area if 

the Authority is satisfied that the determination is no longer necessary. 

As soon as practicable after the Corangamite CMA revokes a temporary closure determination, the 

Corangamite CMA will: 

a) Publish notice of the revocation on Corangamite CMA Internet site 

b) Remove the signs or notices. 
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9 Compliance and enforcement 

The Water (Recreational Area) Regulations 2023 introduced the ability for Corangamite CMA to issue Penalty 

Infringement Notices (PINs) for offences under the regulations. 

Corangamite CMA can issue infringement penalties to users undertaking activities that are in breach of the 

regulations. These include activities that may risk land and water services, water quality, the environment, or 

the health, safety and enjoyment of other users within a recreational area. 

Corangamite CMA Authorised Water Officers are trained to monitor compliance and enforce the regulations to 

provide a safe and enjoyable environment for all users. 

The penalties that apply to non-compliance are detailed in the Water (Recreational Are Regulations 2023), 

which can be accessed here. 

 

https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/as-made/statutory-rules/water-recreational-area-regulations-2023
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10 Water quality and maintenance  

R E C R E A T I O N A L  W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y  

Blue Green Algae has significant impacts on recreational activities on and around the Barwon River. The 

Corangamite CMA is responsible for managing blue-green algae (BGA) blooms in the Barwon River (between 

Orana Road, Highton and the Lower Breakwater). The main role of the Corangamite CMA is to minimise the 

impacts of the bloom, including public health risks. This responsibility is specifically focused on managing BGA 

outbreaks and does not extend to other waterway or water body related management. 

The Corangamite CMA, as the agency with on-the-ground management responsibilities for this section of the 

waterway, works to ensure the health and safety of the public in relation to BGA issues. For more information, 

visit the Blue-Green Algae Emergency Response Plan which provides guidance on preparedness and 

response arrangements for harmful algal blooms within Victoria. 

M O N I T O R I N G   

The Corangamite CMA monitors the Barwon River in accordance with their BGA Risk Management Plan and 

the Victorian Blue-Green Algae Circular. 

Water samples are collected from nine sites along the Barwon River, including Baum’s Weir, Queens Park 

landing, Fyans Park boat ramp, the start of the rowing mile (north bank), Macintyre Bridge landing, the Rowing 

landing, Factories Road landing, Breakwater Road landing, and the Geelong Water-ski Club. 

Sample collection and analysis occur monthly from September to November and April to May, and weekly from 

December to March. There are no samples collected from June to August as there are few events run on the 

Barwon River at this time. 

R E C R E A T I O N A L  E VE N T S  

Event organisers are required to submit a Water Quality Risk Management Plan as part of their event 

application. This plan must include specific controls and response actions for blue-green algae (BGA) 

outbreaks in accordance with the Blue-Green Algae Emergency Response Plan 2026, and the thresholds 

outlined in the Blue-Green Algae Emergency Response Plan 2026 – Triggers for Recreational Water Bodies. 

Any permit issued for recreational events and activities will include a condition that enables the temporary 

closure of the recreational area and the cancellation of the event permit, in accordance with Part 3 and 4 of 

the Water (Recreational Area) Regulations 2023. 

In addition, a condition of the permit will enable the temporary closure of the waterway in accordance with 

Section 208 and 216 of the Marine Safety Act 2010. 

N O T I F I C A T I O N  

In the case of a BGA bloom, the following shall be notified: 

▪ Recreational users of the water body through signage, media and as appropriate 

▪ Relevant stakeholders (such as local government, tourism bodies, event organisers and recreation 

clubs) 

▪ Permit holders: After cancelling a permit under sub regulation (1), the Corangamite CMA will give 

written notice of the cancellation to the holder of the permit 

▪ The DEECA blue-green algae Regional Coordinator. 

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0035/778175/blue-green-algae-emergency-response-plan.pdf
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M I C R O B I A L  W A T ER  Q U A L I T Y  

The Corangamite CMA monitors for microbial water quality each year through sampling, with sample collection 

and analysis occurring monthly from September to November and April to May, and weekly from December to 

March. No samples are collected from June to August. 

Notification of water quality is provided to recreational users of the water body, as well as to the EPA at 1300 

372 842 and published on the EPA website. The EPA, as Victoria’s environmental regulator, works to prevent 

and reduce pollution and waste risks to human health and the environment. The EPA's role in recreational 

water quality includes setting standards, publishing data, providing technical advice, and regulating businesses 

and industries. 

You can protect your health and improve the health of the Barwon River by: 

▪ Avoiding contact with the waterway 24–48 hours after heavy rain 

▪ Taking notice of advisory signage in place 

▪ Preventing pollution: do not litter, pick up after your dog, and reduce rubbish and waste washing into the 

waterway 

▪ Reporting pollution events to the EPA, Corangamite CMA or City of Greater Geelong. 
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11 Monitoring and evaluation  

This management plan is required to be reviewed every 10 years from its commencement, in accordance with 

the Regulations. However, reviews can be initiated at any time by the Corangamite CMA or Registered 

Aboriginal Parties. Following a review, a new management plan may be prepared and must be published on 

the Corangamite CMA website. 

The evaluation of the management plan at each review will focus on how well the existing plan has worked 

towards achieving its objectives. This will include an assessment of impacts, appropriateness, effectiveness, 

efficiency and legacy. 

A monitoring and evaluation plan is outlined in Appendix 1. 
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12 Implementation plan 

Table 12-1 provides a summary of the measures to be implemented to meet the objectives of this management plan. 

Table 12-1: Implementation plan 

Objective Actions to meet objectives Implementation 

timeframe 

Responsibility 

Protect the land, services and facilities in the area. ▪ Public information and signage 

▪ Provision and maintenance of recreational facilities. 

Ongoing  Corangamite CMA 

Protect and maintain water quality in waterways in the area. ▪ Blue-green algae monitoring and reporting of 
warnings 

▪ Continue routine waste management program. 

Ongoing Corangamite CMA 

Conserve and preserve flora, fauna and habitat in the area, 
including the biodiversity of that flora, fauna and habitat. 

▪ Ongoing revegetation of key areas 

▪ Continuation of routine weed management program. 

Ongoing Corangamite CMA 

Protect the health and safety of visitors to the area. ▪ Public information and signage 

▪ Issuing permits for relevant activities. 

Ongoing Corangamite CMA 

Promote the enjoyment and recreation of visitors to the 
area. 

▪ Public information and signage 

▪ Provision and maintenance of recreational facilities. 

Ongoing Corangamite CMA 

Protect and promote Aboriginal cultural heritage and 
Aboriginal intangible heritage in the area. 

▪ Supporting Wadawurrung to achieve the objectives in 
both Paleert Tjaara Dja and Kitjarra-dja-bul Bullarto 
langi-ut  

▪ Supporting opportunities to improve cultural signage 
along the Barwon through Geelong 

▪ Supporting opportunities to encourage Wadawurrung 
cultural activities and events. 

Ongoing Corangamite CMA 

Protect and promote any other heritage features in the area. Ongoing  Corangamite CMA 

Facilitate the participation of Traditional Owner groups in 
the management of that area, including in accordance with 
any agreements under the Traditional Owner Settlement Act 
2010 that apply to the area. 

Ongoing Corangamite CMA 

Ensure that the area is managed and used in a way that 
respects and upholds the rights and aspirations of 
Traditional Owner groups who have a connection to the 
area. 

Ongoing Corangamite CMA 
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Appendix 1: Example monitoring and 

evaluation plan 

The purpose of this plan is to support learning and adaptive management through monitoring and evaluation. 

This approach enables continuous improvement in the design and implementation of management activities, 

as well as progress towards achieving desired outcomes. This plan is structured in four parts: 

P R O G R A M  L O G I C  

The program logic will be based on high-level overview of management actions and links to specific outcomes 

for the Barwon River, guided by the plan’s objectives. 

M O N I T O R I N G  I N D I C A T O R S  

A monitoring plan identifies specific measures and indicators for each of activity and outcome included in the 

program logic. It also outlines the frequency of data collection required for each indicator. Indicators are used 

to demonstrate the effectiveness and impact of the program. Measures and indicators are outlined in the table 

below. 

Table A1-1: Monitoring indicators 

Outcomes and actions Measure / indicator Data source Timing 

10-year outcomes    

    

    

5-year outcomes    

    

    

Actions     

    

K E Y  E V A L U A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S  

Evaluations focused on using all available data to assess the management plan’s progress and performance 

against the expected activities and outcomes, and to identify areas for improvement. 

Evaluations are conducted less frequently than monitoring. They are guided by five evaluation themes and a 

set of high-level Key Evaluation Questions (KEQs). KEQs are assigned against each evaluation theme and 

guide data collection methods, analysis and reporting of evaluation outcomes. 
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Table A1-2: Key evaluation questions 

Theme Key evaluation questions Sources of information 

Appropriateness 
of the design 

Were the methods used the best way to achieve / 
maximise the outcomes or were there are methods that 
could be more appropriate? (E.g., set aside areas, scale 
of action, stakeholder engagement and partnerships) 

Were the governance systems and decision-making 
processes appropriate for achieving the intended 
outcomes? 

To what extent were the appropriate methods of data 
capture incorporated into the implementation phase? 

To what extent was the monitoring, evaluation and 
reporting methods appropriate? 

Qualitative data obtained 
through interviews / 
workshops / surveys 

Governance systems and 
decision-making processes. 

Effectiveness To what extent were the actions in the management plan 
delivered? 

To what extent was adaptive management modified to 
accommodate for unplanned events or new knowledge 
(e.g., fire, flood, drought)? 

To what extent were tools within the regulations used? 

To what extent were risks identified and managed? 

Collation of data from the 
indicators that relate directly 
to actions 

Qualitative data obtained 
through interviews / 
workshops / surveys. 

Efficiency To what extent has the management plan attained the 
highest value out of available resources? 

How could resources be used more productively or 
efficiently? 

What could be done differently to improve the efficiency 
of delivery mechanisms, governance systems and/or 
decision-making processes? 

Qualitative data obtained 
through interviews / 
workshops / surveys 

Financial data. 

Impact To what extent has the program achieved its intended 
outcomes? 

Have there been any unexpected or unintended 
outcomes (positive or negative)? 

Collation of data from the 
indicators that relate directly 
to outcomes in the previous 
monitoring table 

Qualitative data obtained 
through interviews / 
workshops / surveys. 

Legacy What impact will the activities have beyond the life of this 
management plan and what are the implications for 
future management?  

What lessons have been learnt and how can these be 
applied in future iterations of the management plan? 

Collation of data from the 
indicators that relate directly 
to outcomes in the previous 
monitoring table 

Qualitative data obtained 
through interviews / 
workshops / surveys. 

R E V I E W  

An evaluation of the management plan will occur at the mid-term mark (5 years) and at the end of the plan 

period (10 years). 

A high-level review of the management plan is also recommended annually to ensure delivery is occurring as 

expected, and to enable the identification of adaptive management measures to ensure the objectives are 

being met. 
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