
HOW DO NATURAL DISASTERS AFFECT 

WATERWAYS? 

Natural disasters such as floods, bushfires, storms and 

landslides can cause major impacts to waterways and 

surrounding riparian land. Common impacts include: 

• Erosion of waterway beds and banks 

• Build up of large wood and debris 

• Damage or loss of waterway assets (e.g. 

fencing, erosion-control structures) 

• Poor water quality 

• Loss of habitat and native plants and animals 

• Spread of pest plants and animals 

Long term resilience is improved through on-ground 

works by CMAs and partners, such as fencing and 

revegetation. 

 

Waterways without good native vegetation buffers 

are more prone to erosion and channel change during 

floods. 

 

WHAT IS CORANGAMITE CMA’S ROLE? 

Roles and responsibilities of government agencies 

are defined in the State Emergency Management 

Plan. Corangamite CMA has specific roles and 

responsibilities for response and recovery in relation 

to natural disasters - Role statement – Catchment 

Management Authorities. 

C orangamite CMA  Roles in 

Natural Disaster Recovery for 

Waterways  

 

https://www.emv.vic.gov.au/responsibilities/state-emergency-management-plan-semp/roles-and-responsibilities/role-statements/role-statement-catchment-management-authorities
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https://www.emv.vic.gov.au/responsibilities/state-emergency-management-plan-semp/roles-and-responsibilities/role-statements/role-statement-catchment-management-authorities
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In emergency response 

• Bushfires: DEECA is the control agency. 

Corangamite CMA has no formal response 

role. 

• Floods, storms, landslides: VICSES is the 

control agency. Corangamite CMA supports 

flood response by:  

o Collecting and sharing flood 

information 

o Providing monitoring and intelligence 

during significant events 

o Advising on emergency stabilisation 

and river breakaways 

o Supporting regional flood warnings 

 

In recovery 

Corangamite CMA is a Recovery Support Agency, 

assisting partners with: 

• Erosion control on public land 

• Urgent riverbank erosion threatening CMA 

assets or causing river breakaways 

• Survey and protection of threatened species 

• Fish death clean ups 

• Waterway restoration and rehabilitation 

 

Corangamite CMA leads the development and 

prioritisation of flood and bushfire recovery 

programs for CMA assets and waterways. 

 

HOW IS DAMAGE ASSESSED? 

• DEECA may deploy Rapid Risk Assessment 

Teams immediately after a disaster to 

identify priority risks on public land. 

• CMAs assess impacts on waterway health, 

species, riparian land, waterway assets and 

erosion affecting public assets. 

• Assessments are completed when safe, and 

cost estimates feed into Victorian and 

Commonwealth recovery funding processes. 

WHAT FUNDING IS AVAILABLE? 

Victorian agencies—including DEECA, Parks Victoria, 

CMAs, GORCAPA and local councils—may be eligible 

for natural disaster recovery funding. 

Individuals may be eligible for support after major 

events. Emergency Recovery Victoria (ERV) connects 

communities with available assistance. 

The Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 

(DRFA) provide cost shared Commonwealth–State 

support for eligible recovery works. Other State 

Government funding pathways may be used for 

works outside DRFA scope. CMAs prioritise sites in 

line with regional waterway strategies and State 

guidance. 

 

HOW ARE WATERWAY RECOVERY PROGRAMS 

DELIVERED? 

CMAs may lead or coordinate government funded 

recovery programs, working with: 

• Private contractors 

• Landholders 

• Community and Landcare groups 

Common activities include fencing repair, revegetation 

and weed control.  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.vic.gov.au/emergency-recovery-victoria
https://www.vic.gov.au/disaster-recovery-funding-arrangements
https://www.vic.gov.au/disaster-recovery-funding-arrangements


WHAT CAN LANDHOLDERS DO?  

Landholders may undertake works in waterways (e.g. 

bank stabilisation) after a natural disaster if they obtain 

a Works on Waterways Permit from their CMA 

(applications can be made easily at no cost). Permits 

ensure works do not harm waterways. 

Failure to obtain or comply with a permit may be an 

offence under the Water Act 1989 or CMA by laws. 

 

Works on Waterway Permits 

• Works on Waterways application form- 

Works on Waterways - Corangamite 

Catchment Management Authority 

DAMAGED FENCING 

Where fences along waterways were originally funded 

by government, they may be repaired or replaced 

depending on disaster severity, priorities and available 

funding. Landholders remain responsible for internal 

private fences. 

 

BANK EROSION 

Erosion commonly occurs after heavy rainfall or floods, 

particularly where vegetation is poor or willows are 

collapsing. Support for erosion works and revegetation 

may be available, subject to priorities and funding.  

 

NATIVE FISH AND WATER QUALITY IMPACTS 

Immediate impacts, such as fish deaths or blue green 

algae, may be managed through emergency response. 

Emergency actions (e.g. threatened species salvage) 

may be undertaken by the Victorian Government. 

Report fish deaths to EPA Pollution Hotline: 1300 372 

842 (1300 EPA VIC).  

MORE INFORMATION  

Emergencies 

• Life threatening: 000 

• Flood, storm, tsunami, earthquake: 132 500 

• VicEmergency Hotline: 1800 226 226 

• https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-

safe/what-to-do-in-an-emergency 

Waterways and riparian land 

• Water.vic.gov.au/waterways-and-

catchments/riparian-land/technical-

information-and-reports  

 

 

https://ccma.vic.gov.au/works-on-waterways/
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