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Coordinating for the
better of the Curdies

Established in 2022, the Curdies River
Coordinating Committee provides a
transparent and effective platform for
knowledge sharing, consultation, and
collaboration in relation to improving
the health of the Curdies River and its
tributaries.

The Committee is a collaboration
between Corangamite Catchment
Management Authority (CMA),

Ag riculture Victoria, West Vic Dairy,
Department of Energy, Environment
and Climate Action, Eastern Maar
Aborigina| Corporation, Parks Victoria,
Corangamite Shire Council, Moyne
Shire Council, Environment Protection
Authority Victoria, Heytesbury District
Landcare Network, Wannon Water,
Fonterra, Great Ocean Road Coast
and Parks Authority, Southern Rural
Water and six community
representatives.

In 2023-24, the Committee worked
together to deliver a range of
programs across the Curdies River
Catchment including extension
programs promoting sustainable
agriculture, enhancing streamside
vegetation through landowner
stewardship and community
engagement programs to monitor
water quality.

The Curdies River flows through the
Country of the Kirrae Whurrong
People of the Maar Nation and is
highly valued by the community for its
cultural importance, the biodiversity it
supports, the recreational
opportunities it provides, its history
and as a water supply source for
stock and townships.
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Key Results

C(( 35 instream structures :=—1] Completion of the 2023
installed to restore habitat [lE Curdies Water Quality
for fish in the Curdies River - Report
% 30 hectares of streamside 8 landowners engaged to
revegetation undertake 9 km stock

exclusion fencing and
streamside revegetation

Over 200 responses to the
Curdies River Community
Values Survey -ﬁ' 15 farmers participating in
)~ the Sustainable Dairies
program

Nutrient advisor O 7 participants involved in
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\ program to monitor the
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Citizen Science in the
Curdies Catchment

EstuaryWatch and WaterWatch methods are being used to monitor water quality
changes in the Curdies catchment. Indicators that monitor surface water quality,
including clarity and nutrient levels, have been examined in the Scotts Creek
catchment by WaterWatch volunteers.

Further downstream EstuaryWatch volunteers at the Curdies estuary conduct
photopoint monitoring and collect valuable water quality data at different

depths.

Data from the two programs is uploaded to the EstuaryWatch and WaterWatch
Victoria data portals making it freely available to online users.

In 2023, eight sites were monitored in the Curdies Catchment with data
contributed by ten citizen scientists. All data is publicly available at
www.vic.waterwatch.org.au.

Collaboration is Key in the
Sustainable Dairies Program

The Sustainable Dairies program was developed in response to the need for
better collaboration between agencies working in the dairy industry and to assist
dqiry farmers to address issues such as nutrient run off, effluent management,
water quality and soil health. The aim was to address these issues using strong
partnerships and a coordinated education and extension program that would
lead to positive outcomes for both productivity and the environment.

The program has been running in the Curdies catchment since 2017, and the last
intake saw 15 farmers take part in the program. Through soil testing, workshops
and field days, the program empowers farmers with the skills to better manage
their soils and meet plant nutrient requirements, while ensuring cost-effective,
environmentally responsible use of fertiliser.


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.waterwatch.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmikhaila.hunter%40ccma.vic.gov.au%7C009e83149bae42fe9b5808dd8d20b4eb%7C0dd1d05e4b484eb382cb1189a72a518c%7C0%7C0%7C638821893807938027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fk4HOwTC2hfqZX04Xusv4MnOxCqSbtFQ7hmaqEqXj3o%3D&reserved=0

Revegetating the Curdies
Catchment

Through funding from the Victorian Government, the Corangamite CMA has been
working with landholders within the Curdies catchment to revegetate and
rehabilitate parts of the sub-catchment of Scotts Creek.

Through this work, eight landholders engaged to undertake 9 km of stock
exclusion fencing, willows were removed and 30 hectares of streamside
revegetation were p|antec| with 34,000 indigenous trees and shrubs.

Looking Forward

In 2024-25 the Curdies River Coordinating Committee will be focussing on the development
of a new plan that sets the directions for the Committee as a platform for collective impact
for the next five years.

The Curdies River Coordinating Committee Strategic Directions Plan will recognise that
everyone who lives, works and recreates in the Curdies River catchment has a role in
improving its health, and that by working together we can achieve more.

A hea|thy river and catchment will benefit Traditional Owners, residents, land managers,
cmg|ers and other recreational users, local business, farmers, citizen scientists, Landcare
volunteers and other community interests.
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