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The Corangamite region boasts more than 1,500 wetlands covering 65,000 hectares, or five per cent, of the entire region. They support a rich array of unique flora and fauna and represent some of the most significant recreation and tourism attractions in the south-west. 

The wetlands of Corangamite include coastal swamps, shallow seasonal meadows and marshes, stony-rise peatbogs and large permanent saline lakes. Nine are greater than 1,000 hectares, including Australia’s largest inland permanent lake, Lake Corangamite, spanning more than 24,000 hectares. While the majority are relatively small, 58 per cent are less than five hectares and up to 74 per cent less than 10 hectares. 
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Freshwater marsh, Petersborough
There are several significant wetlands, including the major components of two internationally important Ramsar sites.  The region also boasts the current inclusion of 24 nationally-significant sites listed in the Directory of Important Wetlands Australia and 17 sites listed on the National Estate Register.

The Western District Lakes Ramsar site consists of approximately 20 per cent of the state’s permanent saline wetlands also within the site five different wetland types are represented.
The Port Phillip Bay (western shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar site is a complex, fragmented site that extends into the Port Phillip and Westernport CMA region.  Eight different wetland types are represented within the various locations that make up the site.  As a result of the site’s coastal location and the large amount of artificial wetlands it is an important refuge in times of drought.   The site hosts 36 bird species under JAMBA and 40 species under CAMBA making it one of the top ten sites in Australia for shorebirds.
Wetland Condition

Trends in wetland condition have been difficult to track due to a lack of data.  However, drainage activity, increasing salinity and water quality issues have been identified as generally affecting wetland condition.  Corrick (1982) noted that the condition of regional wetlands has declined substantially since 1788.  To overcome limited data, the Department of Sustainability and Environment developed an Index of Wetland Condition (IWC) that aims to provide a standardized assessment procedure.  This is a simplied method of condition assessment to allow consistent implementation and robust interpretation of results across the state.  Corangamite CMA initiated the assessment of 86 wetlands in 2007 using the IWC.  Results showed;
· That most wetlands within the region are dry or drying
· The surrounding catchment of most of the wetland is in poor condition.
· There is little or no buffer between landuse and the fringe of the wetland on the majority of wetlands.
Corangamite Wetland Strategy

The Corangamite Wetlands Strategy provides an investment framework for the cost- effective and co-ordinated promotion, protection and enhancement of the region’s wetland assets. The strategy works towards the conservation and wise use of regional wetlands to maintain, and where practicable, restore the  ecological character. Developed with extensive community input, the strategy reflects the values the community places on wetlands as a key asset and part of a long term, sustainable landscape.
[image: image2.jpg]



Lake Weering, near Cressy

For further information about the region’s wetlands contact 52329100.






































